
News from the President
By Chris Waldmann, SNA President

Hi neighbors! It’s that time of year where 
many of you have sent your kids back 
to school for another year of learning, 
enrichment and not bugging you during 
the day. Maybe some have sent their last 
child to college and are feeling a little of the 
ennui of a new empty nester. 

We here at the SNA are having a bit of 
that feeling ourselves! In August, we said 
goodbye to one of our flagship projects, 
the Sunnyside Shower Project (SSP) as 
they moved to become an independent 
nonprofit. Founded in 2021 by our vice 
president Hannah Wallace, the SSP has 
served our most in-need neighbors for 
the last 5+ years with hygiene services, 
clothing, supplies, and community. It 
started off small with just a few volunteers 
offering approximately 12 showers per 
week during two days at the former 
Sunnyside Methodist Church. We didn’t 
really know what we were doing back then, 
but with perseverance, support from like-
minded groups, and a ton of heart we got 
off the ground in helping the community. 
Over the years, we’ve grown—offering 
an annual winter gear drive, coffee and 
snacks, laundry cards from Belmont Eco 
Laundry, and even free acupuncture. 

At the end of 2024, the growth of the SSP 
really began to ramp up with the hire of 
Lindsay Cogan Sant as shower project’s 
first director. Under their compassionate 
and strong leadership, the SSP has more 
than doubled the number of guests and 
offers new amenities like free phone 
services provided by Futel and a “whimsy 
committee” dedicated to bringing moments 
of unexpected joy to a marginalized 
community. Lindsay has also done an 
incredible job with fundraising. 

The SSP is an amazing example of the 
good that can be done when we talk to our 
neighbors, find out what they need, and 
have a willingness to meet them where 
they are. I’m so proud to have been an 
SSP volunteer since the beginning and I 
am especially proud to be part of an NA 
that seeks to look out for everyone in the 
neighborhood. The good news is that the 
SSP will not be going far! Lindsay is an 
SNA Board member and the leader of our 
Community Cares group. They are so full 
of ideas and enthusiasm to help people 
that I know we will have new projects, on 
our own and with the SSP, soon.

September is also the real kickoff for 
Portland’s election season. This year 
we will be voting on all three of our city 
council seats and one citizen initiative. SE 
Uplift (3534 SE Main St.) will be hosting a 
candidate mixer on September 26th from 
1–4 p.m. You can find details at seuplift.
org/event/district-3-candidate-mixer-2026. 
Rather than focus on the wide-ranging 
group of candidates for council, at our 
September meeting the SNA will focus 
on the initiative, “Community Budgeting 
for All.” If passed, this would require 2% 
of the city’s annual budget, approximately 
$17 million, be set aside for citizen-
proposed projects. Projects would be 
vetted by a group within city government 
and then finalists would be voted on by 
all of us in a TBD process. Versions of 
this “participatory budgeting” are in use in 
cities across the country. Come out to our 
September 9th meeting to learn about how 
this proposal would work in Portland. What 
are the benefits? What are the costs? Get 
your questions answered! 

That’s it for now. We’ll see you at the next 
meeting, at the Belmont Street Fair, and 
maybe browsing for new-to-you treasures 
at the Sunnyside Yard Sale!

The Sunnyside Yard Sale!
By Hannah Wallace, SNA Vice 
President 

A reminder that we’ll be doing our first 
neighborhood-wide yard sale later this 
month, on Saturday, September 26th from 
9 a.m.–3 p.m. If you haven’t registered yet, 
visit sunnysideportland.org/yardsale and 
make a tax-deductible donation of $25. (This 
will cover inclusion on both the digital and 
printed maps.) There is no deadline for being 
part of the digital map, as that map will be 
continuously updated until the morning of 
the 26th. The deadline for the printed maps, 
which we’ll distribute at local businesses and 
handed out at participating houses in the 
neighborhood, is September 20th. We will 
also be advertising the event in Ever Out, 
the Southeast Examiner, and of course on 
our social media. We invite all Sunnyside 
residents to declutter your house, basement, 
and/or garage. Everything is fair game: 
books, clothes, old trampolines, bikes, toys, 
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garden equipment, plant cuttings, and even 
furniture. Create an area in front of your 
driveway, front yard, or porch and go to 
town!  If you’re a renter try to team up with 
a neighbor who has a front yard or driveway 
you can share.

 

Sunnyside Tails: Fezzik
By Erika Bolstad, SNA Member at 
Large

Sunnyside Tails is a new column 
introducing you to some of the best cats 
and dogs of the neighborhood.

Perhaps you remember Lenny? He was 
the Bernese mountain dog who was such 
a regular at Bare Bones Bar that he was 
known as “the Mayor of Belmont” until his 
death a few years ago. Now, Lenny has a 
potential successor: Fezzik, a one-year-
old Bernese mountain dog.

Fezzik’s people are Deane Funk and 
Marion Hayes, who live on Southeast 29th 
Avenue next to Bare Bones. Fezzik is their 

second Bernese mountain dog after Lenny, 
who they inherited from Marion’s mother 
in Virginia. (Lenny was her mother’s third 
Bernese mountain dog.) “They’re a pretty 
great breed,” Hayes said.  

Fezzik was named after the character in 
The Princess Bride, the 1987 film featuring 
the late actor André the Giant. Like the 
character, Fezzik is a gentle giant, Hayes 
said. He weighed 15.5 pounds when he 
joined the family as a puppy. Now, he’s just  
over 100 lbs, a big, lovable bear of a boy 
with a sweet disposition and cuddly energy. 

You can often find Fezzik sauntering 
through Sunnyside to romp with his dog 
and human friends at Sewallcrest Park or 
Hosford Middle School. He enjoys going 
to the river, too. But Fezzik’s favorite perch 
might be the front porch, where he loves 
watching people and other dogs. “You 
have to pay the Fezzik tax if you walk by,” 
Deane said.  

Fezzik is deputy mayor of Belmont for now, 
Deane said, but he and Marion suspect that 
one day, he’ll wander over to Bare Bones 
on his own to preside over the street, just 
like Lenny did.   

If you’d like to nominate a neighborhood 
pet for a future Sunnyside Tail feature, 
email newsletter@sunnysideportland.org

Help SSP Raise Money via the 
Give! Guide
By Hannah Wallace, SNA Vice 
President

Big news: This fall, the Sunnyside Shower 
Project (SSP) is one of Willamette Week’s 
Give!Guide nonprofits. As Chris mentioned 
above, the SSP is now an Oregon 
nonprofit (though still fiscally-sponsored 
by Southeast Uplift). Aside from having 
to pay our own insurance, this change 
means we will have our own Board and 
bylaws and be more visible as our own 
entity. The Give!Guide is a chance to raise 
awareness about the services we offer our 
houseless neighbors–hot showers, clean 
clothes, laundry cards, and more. Sadly, 
these services, which give dignity to those 
who are unsheltered, are still desperately 
needed in Portland.  

Starting in November, there will be many 
opportunities to give to the SSP, with over a 
dozen incentives and prizes awaiting you! 
In addition to entering you into Willamette 
Week’s own raffles—for big prizes such 
as an electric bike, a $500 gift card, or a 
staycation—giving even just $25 could 

win you fun incentives from neighborhood 
partners. If you are a Sunnyside business 
and would like to partner with us, reach out 
to us at Sunnysideshowerproject@gmail.
com. For news about the Give!Guide’s “Big 
Give Day” promotions when you donate 
to SSP, join SSP’s email list by going to 
sunnysideshowerproject.org and clicking 
the Subscribe button. Thank you for 
helping to promote this opportunity—and 
for supporting us, as always.

News From Sunnyside 
Environmental School
By Sarah Centerwall, SES parent

School is back in session

The 2026/27 school year has started 
and activities at SES are in full swing. 
Kindergarteners started their first day of 
school, Middle Schoolers will be taking 
their yearly trip to different fountains 
around the city to build community and set 
the stage for the year, and all students will 
be harvesting from the garden and cooking 
using those fresh ingredients. 

Safety

School was back in session as of August 
26, so please remember to drive slowly 
around the school. Many students will be 
walking and the Bike Bus will be back in 
action. Note: At press time, PBOT was 
working on making Salmon and 35th 
a 4-way stop. Make sure to stop in all 
directions when crossing this intersection. 

September 4th, Community Social 3:15-
4 on the Playground

Join SES for the Community Social this 
year. This is a great opportunity to learn 
more about upcoming events at the 
school, after school programs, meet other 
people from the neighborhood, learn about 
volunteer opportunities and how to stay 
connected with the school. There will be 
lots of treats! 

Continued: What do SES staff do when 
they aren’t teaching?

Eryn Berg, SES Principal, is a poet. Every 
email she sends out to the SES community 
ends in a poem. Often she will use her 
poetry to share her feelings and views 
about what is happening around us. Her 
poems wrap the community into a hug and 
often describe what we are all feeling. This 
summer she was invited to join a writing 
retreat called GoodWorld Journeys. This 
retreat is invitation-only and provides 
participants with the opportunity to share 
and develop their writing craft with the 

Fezzik, the one-year-old Bernese mountain 
dog, is a fixture at Bare Bones. 
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support of literary guides and seasoned 
authors. The power of storytelling is one 
that transfixes and guides us all. The 
inspiration that Eryn receives at the retreat 
will inevitably be transferred to SES staff, 
students and families. 

Rebecca Hawk, SES MS Teacher (Year 
of the Mountain), and Carrie McCoy MS 
Teacher (Year of the Ocean) participated 
in the ARETS (Authentic Research 
Experience for Teachers) at the HJ 
Andrews research forest. ARETS places 
public school teachers with researchers 
at three different Long Term Ecological 
Research Sites (LTER). The program 
places teachers in the Arctic to study 
the tundra, Santa Barbara to study the 
ocean, and at the HJ Andrews Forest in 
Oregon to study the forest. They studied 
environmental changes at different burn 
sites and aquatic insects among other 
things. That opportunity gave way to a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. Last year 
Rebecca organized an overnight trip with 
her class to visit the HJ Andrews research 
forest to study the burn sites. Carrie McCoy 
is a wildlife photographer and can be found 
photographing orcas and other marine life 
when she is not at SES. Her classes head 
to the coast each year for beach clean-ups, 
and go downtown to speak to lawmakers 
to advocate for laws that protect orcas and 
other sea animals. 

SES curriculum is focused on place-
based learning and SES teachers live that 
concept making their teaching inspiring 
for their students and helping them 
understand the possibilities available to 
anyone who wants to get out in the world 
and make a difference. 

Have questions about SES? Email 
sunnysideenvironmentalnews@gmail.com 
and maybe I’ll answer them in a future 
column!

A Trio of Wine Spots
Shelley Bedell, SNA Member at Large

Sunnyside has many watering holes 
but did you know we have three places 
to drink natural wine? First things first: 
Natural wine is made from grapes that 
are organically grown and fermented with 
native yeasts (found in the cellar or on the 
grapes themselves). It also doesn’t have 
any synthetic chemicals added during the 
wine-making process. (You’d be surprised 
how many mass-market wines do.) And 
natural wine has either low or no sulfur. 
All three of these spots have outdoor 
seating—and in addition to wine you can 
order beer and NA beer options. 

Randy Spencer opened Company in 
August 2022. Open seven days a week, 
Company often has wine tastings—
including a recent one featuring natural 
wines from Albania. They also host DJs, 
book signings, and Friday music gigs. 
(Wednesday-Sunday mornings, the space 
also morphs into Maggie’s Coffee.) “We 
try to involve the community in a cultural 
exchange,” says Spencer. “Come for the 
drinks; Stay for the company.”  

Victor Martinez, also the owner of Ardor 
wine shop, opened Nil in December 2021. 
Nil has a sleek bar with stools where 
guests can perch, appreciating work by 
local artists while learning more about 
natural wines from Martinez. He also hosts 
fun events like book swaps, ‘zine release 
parties, and—on the last Tuesday of the 
month— “Tuesdays are Dead,” where he 
projects a live Grateful Dead show.

Marc Kramer opened his Southeast 
Portland tasting room in 2024 to showcase 
the low-intervention wines he makes 
at Oak Flat Vineyards. The vineyard, 
dedicated to Rhône-style wines, is 
located near the Dalles in the Columbia 
Gorge—but the tasting room and winery 
are right here on the corner of Belmont 
and 47th. Kramer’s focus is on Grenache, 
Syrah and Mourvèdre (in-the-know wine-
drinkers call this popular Rhone-style 
blend GSM). Though Kramer doesn’t use 
the term “natural” to describe his wines, 
he practices “beyond organic” agriculture 
and adds no synthetic chemicals to his 
wine. You can order fantastic food here, as 
well. In addition to French dishes like steak 
Béarnaise, and duck à l’orange, you’ll find 
a charcuterie plate and Little T baguette 
sandwiches on the menu. Wines by the 
glass start at $14 and you can get a free 
flight with the purchase of two bottles.

Company: 916 SE 34th Ave.;  
companybar.co 
Nils Wine Bar: 4243 SE Belmont St. #300; 
nilwinebar.com 
Oak Flat: 4701 S.E. Belmont St., 
oakflatvineyards.com

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 

Association.
Newsletter Coordinator: Hannah 

Wallace
Editor: Gloria Jacobs
Layout: Andy Prince 

Delivery Coordinator: Carrie Ferguson

Chris Waldmann .................... President
Hannah Wallace ..…........ Vice President 
Dennis Behrens ..................... Treasurer
Sophia Babb ....................... Secretary
Tim Quayle ….............. Director-at-Large
Dresden de Vera ........ Director-at-Large
Connor Lirot .............. Director-at-Large
Lindsay Cogan Sant .... Director-at-Large
Ophelia Schechter ...... Director-at-Large

SunnysidePortland.org 
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 
97214

Any opin ions expressed,  unless 
specified, are not necessarily those of the  
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association  
or its board. Sunnyside residents  
are welcome to submit articles  
for consideration that concern 
neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideportland.org.  
Deadlines are the 15th of the month 
prior. Many wonderful volunteer Sunnyside 
residents distribute the Neighborhood 
News.



YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!
Print ads are $330 for six months  
or $600 per year for a 1/12 page 
spot and include a free digital ad  
on our website.

For more info head to: 
sunnysideportland.org/
neighborhood-news-advertising/ 

Sunnyside Neighborhood ‘Gap Map’
Live near any of the blocks marked in black below? We need your help!  
Contact fergrex@gmail.com to volunteer for our delivery service. Delivery help 

needed here

C
E

S
A

R
  E

.  
C

H
A

V
E

Z
  B

LV
D

.
C

E
S

A
R

  E
.  

C
H

A
V

E
Z

  B
LV

D
.

S E  B E L M O N T  S T.S E  B E L M O N T  S T.

S E  SA L M O N  S T.S E  SA L M O N  S T.

S E  S TA R K  S T.S E  S TA R K  S T.
LAURELHURST NEIGHBORHOOD

S
E

 4
9

T
H

 A
V

E
.

S
E

 4
9

T
H

 A
V

E
.

S
E

  2
8

T
H

  A
V

E
.

S
E

  2
8

T
H

  A
V

E
.

KERNS N. TABOR

M
T. TA

B
O

R N
EIG

H
B

O
RH

O
O

D

BU
C

K
M

A
N

 N
EI

G
H

B
O

RH
O

O
D

S E  H AW T H O R N E  B LV D.S E  H AW T H O R N E  B LV D.

S
E

  3
4

T
H

  A
V

E
.

S
E

  3
4

T
H

  A
V

E
.

S
E

  4
5

T
H

  A
V

E
.

S
E

  4
5

T
H

  A
V

E
.

RICHMOND NEIGHBORHOOD

Let us print for you!
 Online ordering
 Most jobs ready in 48 hours
 Convenient drive-thru pickup

(503) 320-1011
1720 NW Lovejoy St. #120
lovejoyprint.com

CCB #232205


