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News from the President
By Chris Waldmann, SNA President

Hi fellow Sunnysiders! June gloom is gone
and summer is in full swing! It’s a fairly
quiet time at the SNA — always tough with
vacations and other goings on. In that
spirit, | thought I'd offer a selected list of fun
activities that will be coming up this July or
soon thereafter in this part of town. | hope
to see you at some of them!

* Melao de Cuba Salsa Orchestra -
Salsa dancing on top of Mt. Tabor!
Thursday, July 11th, 6:30 p.m. at the
Mt. Tabor Amphitheater

* Ferris Bueller’s Day Off - A classic.
Thursday, July 18th, sundown at
Colonel Summers Park

* Montavilla Street Fair - Kicking off
street fair season! Sunday, July 28th
on Stark between 76th and 82nd,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

* Portland Mountain Boys - American
Folk on the Ankeny Rainbow Road (by
Crema). Thursday, August 1st,4-6 p.m.,
28th & Ankeny

That’s just a few of the multitude of things
going on this month! Coming up, the SNA
is excited to co-sponsor the Sewallcrest
Movie Night on August 30th and meet
folks at the Hawthorne and Belmont Street
Fairs (Sunday, August 25th and Saturday,
September 14, respectively).

We will also be looking for help repainting
the Sunnyside Piazza at 32nd and Yamhill.
More details in next month’s newsletter, but
we hope to have it spiffed up in time for the
Belmont Street Fair in early September.

Get out there and enjoy the summer!

Belmont Street Fair and Annual
Dinner

By Nick Clock, President of the
Belmont Area Business Association

The 2024 Belmont Street Fair, the Belmont
Area Business Association’s (BABA's) end-
of-summer event, is currently accepting
applications for vendors, sponsors and
performers. Spots for the fair on Saturday,
September 14th are filling up, so reserve
your spot now!

BABA’s Annual Dinner is also coming up on
July 20th. It will be held at PDX Commons
(4262 SE Belmont); active and potential
BABA members will eat free. Business
owners in the district are invited to attend
even if you're not yet a BABA member. If
you plan to come, please RSVP as seats
are limited.

For Street Fair registration, membership
info, and to RSVP for our Annual Dinner,
please follow our Instagram account
@belmontdistrict or visit our website
belmontdistrict.org.

Apply for a Block Party Permit

Block Parties are a fun and easy way to
build community and get to know your
neighbors. Gather your neighbors to hold
a Block Party in your street or turn the
street over to the kids for play. With this free
permit, you can host your event on your
neighborhood street!

Street closures are limited to eight hours
per week (not to exceed eight hours total
within seven consecutive days.) Best of alll,
the permit is free. Gather your neighbors
to hold a Block Party in your street or turn
the street over to the kids for play! With a
free permit, you can host your event on
your neighborhood non-arterial street!

The Block Party program is intended for
neighborhood-scale gatherings.

Other things to consider:

* Your Application must be submitted
at least 15 business days before your
event.

Must be free and open to the general
public. Private events are NOT allowed.

Applications are for residents only
and permits cannot be issued for events
associated with business or
organizations, whether for profit or
nonprofit.

Must be on a block that is not part of a
bus or transit route.

Take place between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.,
notto exceed eight hours per week. This
is inclusive of any setup or cleanup
time. Permits may be extended until
9 p.m. only if traffic control devices are
equipped with retro-reflectivity and
flashing lights.

Recurring events can span up to one
month. Applicants can apply to extend
their Block Party events past one
month and a permit can be issued
based on feedback, etc.

Block Parties may span up to two
blocks (or up to four for street paintings),
but intersections must remain open. It
will take us longer to review applications
to close multiple blocks.

For more information and how to
apply please visit: www.portland.gov/
transportation/permitting/portland-streets/
apply-block-party-permit.
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Nathan Broden (aka Farmer Nathan)
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Garden Coordinator at Sunnyside K-8 Environmental School

Getting to Know Your Neighbors
by Hanna Neuschwander, SNA
Member at Large

Q&A with Nathan Broden

One of the most iconic and lovely places in
Sunnyside is the garden-filled grounds at
the Sunnyside school. During school hours,
the gardens are packed with students of all
ages—digging, seeding, pulling weeds and
harvesting all through the year. The garden
was installed at the school’s inception in
1994, and is an integral part of Sunnyside’s
curricular focus on environmental and
place-based education. Nathan Broden
has been the garden coordinator since
2022. His daughters, Iris and Jada,
are both Sunnyside students. One of
Farmer Nathan’s favorite things about
the neighborhood are all the community
connections—how neighbors can also
be students, and how local businesses
connect to one another and to the school
community.

What do you love most about your job
and the garden?

The kids! I've owned three farms myself
and | always wanted to have an educational
farm, which is basically what our garden is.
This is where it all starts. | want every kid
to grow up feeling like they know where
food comes from, what the food system
is (like, food doesn't just magically appear
at the grocery store), as well as how hard
and valuable growing food is. | want them
to have the confidence that they can feed
themselves and their neighbors if they want
to. Having your hands in the soil with all
those microbes counteracts some of what
we have been seeing with kids and screen
time, rising rates of depression and all that.
Even if some kids don’t really participate
and just dig up worms or daydream in the
garden—that is actually great. You don’t
have to be pulling weeds to experience the
value of being in a garden.

For years we hoped to cook some of the
harvest in our school kitchen, but we've
never succeeded—the kids literally eat

everything as soon as it’s ripe! In fact, that’s
my favorite part. | just had a kindergartner
come up to me who became obsessed
with radishes after he tasted the ones we
are growing, and now makes his mom buy
them at New Seasons every week. This
week | asked if he wanted to try kale, and
he was like, “I hate kale from the grocery
store, but WOW I love kale if it's only two
seconds old!”

How does the garden get incorporated
into school curricula?

Every student in Sunnyside gets pulled out
of class once a week and gets a half an hour
in the garden, year-round, every year—
kindergarten through eighth grade. The
kids learn about our food system and how
food is grown, participating in mulching,
composting, seeding, and harvesting.

Tell us a bit about the garden—what is
growing there?

We just built a “bean cave,” which is a fort
made out of scarlet runner beans. They
aren’t the best for eating but they're really
cool for making jewelry out of, so that will
be a winter art project. We have a big
strawberry patch, plus raspberries, salad
greens, turnips, onions, green beans, sweet
corn, potatoes, kale, collards, sprouting
cauliflower, broccolini, blueberries,
tons of cucumbers, zucchini, thornless
blackberries, as well as three pumpkin
patches, a beneficial insect garden, a
native plant garden, a huge potato patch.
We also have lots of fruit trees — a cherry
tree, an apple tree, a plum tree, a kumquat
tree, a pomegranate tree and five fig trees.

There are also some lovely historical parts
of the garden. There is a giant pine tree
in the front yard that the school’s original
principal planted in 1994 - on the school’s
first Earth Day. Now it’s the biggest tree
ever! Our rose garden by the front entrance
is a memorial garden honoring community
members we have lost over the years.

What happened to the chickens?!

Yeah, the kids were devastated about the
chickens being removed. PPS has been
after our livestock projects for a long
time—they have a rule that no livestock
is allowed on public school property. We
eventually lost that battle. But we actually
used to have other animals too! About 10
years ago we had a pig and turkeys.



What future plans are you excited
about?

| am working on a proposal to get a de-
paving project approved by the district.
The goal is to remove a section of the
blacktop in the back of the school where
we currently have a lot of drainage issues;
it's also a bit of a heat dome. We want to
put in a miniature learning forest based on
a Japanese design. It would have different
canopy levels and an understory. It would
be an awesome addition to the garden
and would especially be used by middle
schoolers during their “Year of the Forest”
curriculum.

What happens to the garden in the
summer when school isn’t in session?

Obviously, a lot of the harvest comes when
kids aren’t there. I'm super excited because
we are planning to open a produce stand in
the Belmont Market (at the corner of 34th
and Belmont), hopefully this summer when
their renovations are finished, but next
summer if they’re not. The owner, Nick,
has been super supportive. The goal is
that we can harvest and put some of the
produce up for sale all summer long. The
income would go back into the garden
program.* We might also propagate and
sell houseplants. Once the produce stand
opens, we would be so excited to have
neighbors support the garden by buying
some of the food the kids got started during
the school year.

Can neighbors help out during the
summer months?

We absolutely want neighbors to be
involved, even if you don’'t have kids at
the school. You can find me in the garden
two hours a day, three days a week during
the summer. We have middle school
students come help out and earn service
hours. It’s also an opportunity for the
community to come and be a part of the
garden! Neighbors can sign up to help with
watering, weeding, harvesting, etc.

Anyone who is interested can email me:
nathandbroden@gmail.com. We  will
have a booth at the Belmont Street Fair in
September so people can stop by to meet
me and some kids and find out how to get
involved.

* Sunnyside’s garden program relies on
parent and community fundraising; it is not
funded by PPS. To make a donation, go to
sesptsa.square.site/product/sesgarden/51

Support Your
Sunnyside Newsletter

Donate today at:
sunnysideportland.org/donate-to-our-newsletter
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Accepting donations via Venmo, PayPal
or credit/debit cards

Or email: newsletter@sunnysideportland.org
to purchase advertising space in future issues
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Making a difference one shower at a time
www.sunnysideshowerproject.org

« Join a crew of 35+ fabulous volunteers
« Meet your houseless neighbors
«Help connect folks with essential hygiene services

Email Hannah at hannahmwallace@gmail.com
for more info!

Donate to Sunnyside Shower Project Here:
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Sunnyside Neighborhood ‘Gap Map’

Live near any of the blocks marked in black below? We need your help! v
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Let us print for you!

* Online ordering

* Most jobs ready in 48 hours
* Convenient drive-thru pickup

(503) 320-1011
1720 NW Lovejoy St. #120
lovejoyprint.com

2835 SE BELMONT STREET
11 AM - 10 PM DAILY

HEY NEIGHBOR!
try
Black @ Rose )
NEIGHBORHOOD WORKS
coﬁee REAL ESTATE
Carefully Selected JARRETT ALTMAN

Single Origins & Espresso Blends
Principal Broker & Founder

Mind-Blowing Decaf

JARRETT@OURNEIGHBORHOODWORKS.COM
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Make Space for Change

® Professional organizing and
decluttering services

® Resale and selling services

FREE 45 MIN CONSULTATION!

Free Fast Delivery 503 407-4200
ablackrosepdx i ;1; brpdx.nei OURNEIGHBORHOODWORKS.COM
LEARN AIKIDO Support Your
The Art of Peace Sunnyside Newsletter
at Two Rivers Aikikai Donate online:
al . 12 and sunnysideportland.org/donate-to-our-newsletter
asses for ages 12 and up oot
&% Your Community Dojo “}f?.ér-ié?%-,
i Belmont & SE 30th Ave. ?{ﬁ&iﬁ%
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Justice, Equity and Non-Violence Or email: newsletter@sunnysideportland.org
to purchase advertising space in future issues.
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“ITAKE THE HIGH ROAD




