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SNA June Notes and July Plans
By Dave Boush, SNA President

Childswork, Rotary, Endorsement Policy

Several neighbors who live close to St. 
Stephen Catholic Church discussed the 
church’s decision to evict Childswork 
Learning Center, which was announced 
via a flyer. Expressing their high regard 
for Childswork, these neighbors sought 
assistance from SNA in contacting 
the church leadership. Several Board 
members will follow up. Outreach to 
churches and other neighborhood 
organizations is an important aspect of 
the SNA mission.

Christie Quinn, from the Southeast 
Portland Rotary Club, talked about 
opportunities to partner with SNA. The 
Rotary has a great tradition, especially 
in furthering education. I hope that we 
can cook something up.

The Board discussed creating a more 
formal policy regarding how and what 
to endorse. Various neighbors and 
organizations often ask the SNA to 
endorse a policy or action. Sometimes 
it involves a complex issue and/or a 
controversial position. SNA has no 
legal authority but we would like our 
endorsements to be both thoughtful 
and credible. There seemed to be 
agreement that the SNA should only 
consider issues directly relevant to the 
neighborhood, proposals should be 
in writing, and discussion should span 
at least two general meetings. There 
is some disagreement regarding the 
extent to which endorsements should 
reflect general neighborhood opinion 
and controversial topics. We would love 
to hear your thoughts.

Reminder: The July 8th Board meeting 
will largely be taken up with the annual 
Board Election. We will meet at 7 p.m. 
outside SE Uplift (3534 SE Main) both 
masked and physically distanced. Our 
Zoom meetings will resume in August.

SNA Annual Board Election July 8th

The Annual Election for SNA Board 
members will be held July 8, 2021 at 7 
p.m. Like last year, we will be outside SE 
Uplift (3534 SE Main St.), both masked and 
physically distanced. Board terms are 2 
years, with about half the seats open each 
year. Five of the nine Board seats are open 
and at least one current Board member is 
not pursuing reelection.

Membership is open to anyone 18 years 
of age or older who is either: 1) a legal 
resident of Sunnyside, 2) an owner of 
real property within Sunnyside, or 3) the 
designated representative of a business, 
school, church, or non-profit in Sunnyside. 

All members can vote and serve as 
Board members. Members may declare 
their own candidacy or be nominated by 
another member. Those that declare or 
accept nomination by June 10th—the 
meeting prior to the annual meeting—will 
be announced to the membership by the 
Board of Directors. Nominations can be 
made from the floor at the Annual meeting 
provided that the nominee is a member 
and is willing to serve if elected. You have 
to be present at the Annual meeting to 
vote (secret paper ballot) but need not 
be present to be elected. Candidates will 
briefly introduce themselves before the 
vote.

Emergency Preparedness and 
the SNA Board Meeting
By Jan S Molinaro, Co-Chair, 
Sunnyside Prepared!

Summer emergency preparedness tips

Last summer, the fires got pretty close to 
us and we all remember the days spent 
inside due to very poor air quality and 
wildfire smoke from Oregon, Washington 
and California. The forecast for this 
summer in Oregon is talking about a 
robust wildfire season. There are common 
sense guidelines for camping, barbecues 
and fire pits that most of us are familiar 
with. Please remember these guidelines 
to keep our Sunnyside neighborhood safe 
this summer. Here are a few tips:

– Check the air quality index (AQI) in 
Oregon daily. My husband and I check 
this index every morning to decide whether 
or not to open up our windows around 
the house. You don’t need to download 
an app, although the free recommended 
one is OregonAir. Since the wildfires and 
smoke last year, it’s a good idea to check 
air quality before heading out for the day. 

Upcoming Meetings
Meetings are being held virtually.  
Check sunnysideportland.org one 
week in advance for a Zoom link  
and agenda.

DEIA Committee meeting
6:30pm - 7:30pm 
(July 6th)

SNA General and Board Meeting
Second Thursday of the month 
7pm - 9pm 
(July 8th, August 12th)

Community Safety & Livability 
Committee
Third Thursday of the month 
6:30pm - 7:30pm
(July 15th, August 19th )



– Sign up for Public Alerts.  www.
publicalerts.org/  This is essential and 
covers alerts for the Portland-Vancouver 
area. Please consider signing up for each 
cell phone in your family. Spend some 
time on this site where there is great info 
and lots to learn. Under the ‘Hazards’ 
section you can learn about ‘Wildfire and 
Smoke’ and ‘Wildfire 2021’.

– Learn about FirewiseUSA. www.nfpa.
org/Public-Education from the National 
Fire Protection Association. Great tips for 
preparing your home and our community 
during this wildfire season.

Once again, a BIG THANK YOU to all 
the community-oriented Sunnysiders 
who step up each and every day to keep 
our neighborhoods clean and safe and 
liveable. I am grateful for all that you do.

Sunnyside Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion, and Accessibility 
(DEIA) Committee 
By Ash Hester, SNA Board Member 

The DEIA Committee is running a 
campaign to promote the upcoming July 
Board elections while applying a DEIA 
lens through our outreach process. The 
committee is looking to build a future 
Board that represents the diversity of the 
neighborhood and restructure a more 
inclusive neighborhood association that 
folks feel inspired to join and be a part of. 
The DEIA Committee is partnering with the 
Hawthorne Business Association (HBA) 
to create a culture values statement and 
host more cultural events throughout the 
year. More details on calendar access to 
culture events will be shared in the August 
newsletter. The next committee meeting 
will be Tuesday, July 6th at 6:30 p.m. Virtual 
meeting details will be posted on the SNA 
website on July 5th.

SNA Community Care (SNACC) 
Committee Update
By Hannah Wallace, SNA Member 
At Large 

Volunteers Needed

Come join a fantastic group of Sunnyside 
volunteers at the Shower Project at the 
Sunnyside Methodist Church! Because two 
of our regular volunteers are moving—one 
to Taiwan and one to Montavilla—we could 
use a volunteer every other Thursday (from 
1-3 p.m.) and every other Saturday (either 
shift). Shifts are two hours long and mostly 
involve chatting with your fellow volunteers 
as you wait for folks to finish their showers. 

It’s a great way to get to know your 
houseless neighbors! Please contact 
Hannah Wallace at Hannahmwallace@
gmail.com if you are interested. Thanks! 

Adopt One Block in the 
Sunnyside Neighborhood
By Vincent Dawans, SNA Board 
Member 

As of June 28th, 80% of the blocks in 
Sunnyside have been adopted through 
Adopt One Block. We have 128 blocks 
adopted and only 32 blocks still seeking 
adoption. This is close to three times as 
many blocks adopted than when we started 
our neighborhood outreach in early April. 
We had 43 adopted blocks then. The areas 
marked in grey on the map have been 
adopted; areas in black still need adoption.

More information about Adopt One Block 
(including an updated map as well as 
information about how to adopt a block) is 
available at sunnysideportland.org under 
the Volunteer menu.

If you have adopted a block, please let 
our Cleanup Coordinator know so we can 
improve collaboration and coordination 
among block ambassadors as well as offer 
local support. So far, block ambassadors 
covering 40 blocks have made themselves 
known. Those blocks are identified with a 
thin white line on the map. Your contact 
information will not be shared publicly, but 
knowing about you will allow our Cleanup 
Coordinator to privately connect adopters 
of neighboring blocks if they both choose.

To make yourself known to the SNA as a 
block ambassador, or if you ever need help 
with disposing of excess trash, dealing 
with larger items that have been dumped, 
needles or biohazard cleanup, please 
contact Vincent Dawans, SNA Cleanup 
Coordinator at dawansv@gmail.com.

Last Chance for Feedback on 
Public Trash Cans Coming to 
Sunnyside 
By Vincent Dawans, SNA Board 
Member 

This autumn, the City will be adding 
182 new public trash cans throughout 
Southeast Portland. The city is actively 
seeking feedback from people who live or 
work in Southeast Portland on where the 
new cans should (or shouldn’t) be located.

As of June 15th, we received 44 comments 
from Sunnysiders covering 29 intersections.  
The survey will remain open until the end 
of July, so don’t wait if you want to provide 
further feedback. A link to the survey, 
current results and more information is 
available at sunnysideportland.org under 
the Give Feedback section in the sidebar.

Getting to Know Your Neighbors
By Devin Browne, SNA Member At 
Large

Q&A with Jes Maran

Jes Maran, who was elected to the SNA 
Board last June, has been fearlessly 
leading the many projects of the Board’s 
Community Care Committee (otherwise 
known as SNACC) since December. She 



lives with her mom (Cathie), son (Octavo) 
and cats (Thor, Fenn, and Bit). Maran co-
founded and runs the Formation Lab, a 
company that integrates social equity into 
the planning, design and management of 
public infrastructure with fellow Sunnyside 
resident, Nicki Pozos.

What brought you to the neighborhood 
and when?

Jes: We’ve been in this house for 
almost three years. Before that we 
lived in North Portland. My Mom, Dad, 
myself and my son lived in the house 
in North Portland until my dad passed 
in 2018. I got pregnant when I was in 
graduate school. That wasn’t really in 
my plans, so my parents said I could 
live with them. My folks and I raised 
Octavo together. My son did say at one 
point, “I would really like to not have 
any more parents; I feel like I have way 
more parents than everybody else.” I 
said, “Yeah, that’s fair.”

How would you say Sunnyside is 
different from other neighborhoods 
you’ve lived in?

Jes: It’s definitely a more well-off 
neighborhood than where I was, generally 
speaking. There’s a lot more diversity of 
family types and it’s louder and more active 
and it just feels a lot more energetic. Inner 
SE has its own strong personality that’s 
distinctive, but the individual neighborhoods 
don’t feel like they have a real strong 
barrier—Richmond, Sunnyside—they kind 
of blend in together. But Sunnyside always 
feels like it’s the heart, right? We have a 
chunk of Hawthorne; we have the best 
parts of Belmont.

Houselessness is nothing new in 
Portland, but what was the moment for 
you when you thought, yikes, this is 
really next level?

Jes: I long had a sense of compassion, but 
the turning moment for me was talking to 
one of the men who was camped over at 
Sunnyside Park and he talked about going 
to Sunnyside Environmental School. He 
and his sister went there and he talked 
about his teachers, and playing on the 
playground as a kid. This had been his 
home for his whole life and it still is his 
home. This just shifted for me from the 
sense of houseless folks as being this 
sort of transient intruder to being like, oh, 
you’ve been here a lot longer than I have, 
and you know this place way better than I 
do. I am the visitor.

What does the Community Care 
Committee do? 

Jes: Since it came together in its 
current form last December, we’ve been 
supporting houseless neighbors primarily, 
but that’s expanded into general service 
to the neighborhood. It’s been out of 
this committee that Vincent [Dawans] 
developed his trash pick-up crew and 
Hannah [Wallace] developed the shower 
program. Then Ash [Hester] did a big 
clothing drive over the winter and Matt 
[Lembo] and I (and others) have worked 
on the sanctioned sites initiative. The 
initiative is about how Sunnyside can 
create shelter for houseless residents so 
that we can disrupt the sweeps process 
of just shifting people from place-to-place 
and start building places for people to live 
to be more stable, so they can get their feet 
under them in order to be healthier and/or 
to move to the next phase in their life.

Tell me about the first site, Beacon 
Village.

Jes: It’s a 10-unit tiny house village 
on the parking lot of Bridgeport United 
Church of Christ in Montavilla. The church 
approached Pat Schwiebert, the founder 
and director of Beacon PDX, to let her 
know they were interested in renting out 
space. We’re focused on the village itself 
and taking it through permits. We’ve 
ordered the houses, we’re getting the 
leveling platforms built, and coordinating 
the volunteers to create a safe space. I’m 
hoping that we’re able to get folks moved  
in in a couple of months.

There have been two community 
meetings about Beacon Village. What 
was your experience of the second  
one, held on June 8th?

Jes: What I heard was a lot of fear about 
one’s personal space being infringed 
upon—fear of increases in crime and 
fear of visual blight. But I also heard a lot 
of folks really wanting to be supportive, 
but just having concerns about how it’s 
implemented. It was interesting to see, as 
in any neighborhood (and I think we have 
this very much in Sunnyside) that you have 
a younger cohort of folks for whom this is 
a no-brainer. Then there is an older group 
of folks — generationally but also people 
who have lived in the neighborhood longer 
— who just don’t want a village anywhere 
near them.

One of the things that’s interesting to me is 
that the church is private property. It’s not a 
public facility. I strongly support the notion 
that as a good neighbor, it’s important to 

share when you’re making big changes. We 
don’t necessarily tell our neighbors exactly 
what we’re doing in our own homes. So 
there’s just a little bit of feeling like there’s a 
right to know those things.

Sunnyside Piazza Update
By Ash Hester, SNA Board Member 

We have postponed the restoration 
project for painting the Sunnyside 
Piazza on Yamhill St. and 34th Ave. 
until September 2021. We are looking 
to create a new design that is led by 
community involvement. Further details 
to come in August. You can contribute 
towards the restoration of this beloved 
landmark by donating to the campaign’s 
GoFundMe page at www.gofundme.
com/f/sunnyside-piazza or via the SNA 
website homepage. We’re trying to raise 
$1,500 to cover our expenses. Follow 
the Sunnyside Piazza Facebook page 
for up-to-date details and ways to get 
involved.

CAT TALES Ham, the Klepto Cat 
By Hannah Wallace, SNA Member 
At Large

“Have you seen my running shoe?” my 
neighbor Dana Buhl asked me recently. I 
hadn’t seen it but my husband and I had 
noticed some curious items turning up 
in our yard—some red camellia flowers 
(we don’t have a camellia bush) and a 
red ball of yarn. Two weeks later, Dana’s 
15-year-old daughter spotted one of 
their dog’s chew toys in the back of our 
mutual neighbor’s backyard. Charles 
Aguilar and his fiancé Brittany Peralta, 
who moved into that house six months 
ago, have four beautiful and playful cats. 
So I texted Charles asking if they might 
be missing some yarn. He said “No, but 
I wouldn’t be surprised if my ‘lil white 
cat got it from somewhere and brought 
it to your yard. He brought us a crow, 
a mouse, and a random shoe recently.” 
Then he texted a photo of Ham, the 
cute white cat that I’d noticed prowling 
through our backyard.
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Dana was amused to learn that the 
culprit was a feline (though sadly, she 
was not reunited with her shoe because, 
not knowing whose it was, they’d tossed 
it). I started stashing my running shoes 
inside. But, unwisely, I left my Crocs out. 
A few weeks later, I couldn’t find either of 
them. I searched our house, to no avail. 
Finally, desperate, I texted Charles. “I’m 
missing my Crocs. Has Ham brought 
you any?” He shot back, “Yes, we have 
a black Croc!” A few days later, I spotted 
the other in their backyard. I jokingly said 
he should post something on Nextdoor 
about his klepto cat. “I’m thinking about 
it. I have a pair of Nikes here now. Black 
with a grey swoosh,” Charles typed.  

Charles says Ham’s stealing habit began 
when he was an indoor cat—with their 
daughter’s Barbies and sandals. He’d 
find them hidden in weird places around 
the house. “I’d do laundry and there’d 
be a Barbie in the laundry basket,” he 
says. Ham, who is just one year old, 
has one blue eye and one yellow, giving 
him a rock-star air. “He’s got a lot of 
personality, for sure,” Charles says. 
But Sunnysiders—especially if you live 
in the westernmost quadrant of the 
neighborhood—keep your shoes inside!   

This is a new regularly-occurring column 
in the Sunnyside Newsletter. To submit 
stories about your or a neighbor’s cat, 
email Hannah at Hannahmwallace@
gmail.com Cats must live in Sunnyside. 

Sunnyside Neighborhood ‘Gap Map’
Live near any of the blocks marked in black below? We need your help!  
Contact dianadeumling@gmail.com to volunteer for our delivery service. Delivery help 
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